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The session met with John Rickard, Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk of 

Blackhawk Presbytery in June. They have decided not to search for a new 

pastor at this time, but, instead, to continue to work with me in discovering 

God’s future for First Presbyterian Church for an additional year.  

You may know that one definition of insanity is to continue to do the same 

things and expect different results. While it might be argued that we are not 

doing things exactly the same way they have been done over the last several 

decades here, we have only made slight adjustments. We have not done 

anything radically new. And, while it might also be said that you have had 

your share of challenges with a few pastors over the last few decades, the 

decline in membership here cannot be blamed on pastoral leadership alone. 

Falling from 287 members in 1986 to 60 members today comes from a variety 

of factors.  Many mainline congregations have had similar declines; some of 

them have already closed.  

There is a concept in Christian theology called a “Kairos moment.” That is, a 

moment when followers of Jesus Christ perceive that God is in the midst of 

doing something new. Perhaps this is a Kairos moment for this congregation.  

Here are a few new things we will be doing in the coming months: 

 

 We will celebrate the 180th anniversary of this congregation on the 

weekend of Sunday, November 5. A special task group is needed to 

plan events for that weekend and it needs to get started right away. If 

you would like to work on this task group, let me know. 

 The session has decided to change the way it operates with respect to 

its committees. From now until the end of the year, the session will meet 

every other month. In the month when it does not meet, it will host a 

gathering of all of those who are interested in planning for events and 

outreach and mission for a season. The first of these gatherings of 

interested people who can bring their gifts to this endeavor will be 

Tuesday, July 25. Watch for more details and plan to be there to bring 

your ideas about how to revitalize things we are already doing and 

ideas for new events or mission outreach in the community. More 

details to follow. 

 A new Bible study/fellowship opportunity will begin Thursday, 

September 7. Each Thursday morning you are invited to join me for 

Bible study, church mouse tasks around the church building, and 

maybe a game of dominoes, etc. We will meet from 9:30-11:30. This 

would be a great opportunity to invite your friends to join us. 

 

In the months ahead, the session will be spending time praying and dreaming 

about what we might do to invite others to join us in serving God through the 

voice of this congregation. The session will need your help no matter what they 

propose in order to leap into the uncertainty of the future, with the full 

certainty that God will be with us no matter what the future brings. 
 

"OUR TABLE" SALAD MAKERS! 
Here are the ‘salad’ makers that took 
salads to the “Our Table” gathering on 
May 29 and June 19. Thank you goes to: 
Chanda Bohnsack, Pam Cochran, Connie 
Espel, Lora Corban, Becky May, Mary 
Michel, Barb Brumbaugh, Kathy 
Cartwright, Nancy Sims, June Larson, and 
Susan Barlow. [Sign-up sheets for July, 
August, and September are on the 
narthex bulletin board.] Thank you for 
supporting another mission in our 
community. 
 

p.2 Notes from the Session, 

 Those Serving in July, 

 new committee focus 

p.3 FPC Snapshots - in the 

 park  

p.4  Thinking of the 

 homebound, B-days & 

 Anniversaries, 

 announcements 

p.5 July calendar 

p.6 vacation bible school 

 

Blessed is the 
nation whose God is 

the Lord     
 

Psalm 33:12 
 

 

IN THIS MONTH'S LIGHT: 
 

Save the Date 

 
Our church is celebrating its 180th 
anniversary this year.  We will be 
marking the occasion on the weekend 
of November 5.  Be sure to mark that 
date on your calendar.  And, if you 
would like to be on a planning task force 
for the event, let Sue know. 

 
 

"Kairos Moment" 
Rev. Sue Krummel 

 



 

Camp scholarships are available 

and it was decided that money 

for these will come from the 

Christian Ed. fund and if more is 

needed, it will come from the 

Mission fund. 
 

Three graduates will be honored 

on Graduation Sunday:  Zack 

Schultz from Iowa State University, 

Luke Schultz from Princeton High 

School and Alexandra Powelson 

from Logan Junior High School. 

 

$410 was collected for Gateway 

Services on Diversity Sunday.  The 

Mission and Evangelism 

Committee met with a Princeton 

elementary school principal and 

a police officer to discuss needs 

for the youth in our community. 

Ideas were suggested and the 

committee thought that an all 

congregational meeting to hear 

from these two individuals would 

be a good idea to make us all 

aware of the concerns and 

needs. 
 

Summer church services will 

remain at the 10:30 am time.  

While Pastor Sue is on vacation , 

Mark Schultz will fill in on July 23rd  

and a pulpit supply will be sought 

for the 17th.  Special music is 

being sought for the summer.  The 

church will continue to order “Our 

Daily Bread” as our devotional 

guides. They do not charge for 

the booklets so a donation of 

$100 was sent. 
 

The meeting closed with all 

reciting the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

THOSE SERVING IN JULY: 
 

Deacon:  
Barbara Brumbaugh 
 

Lay Leaders: 
2nd - Nancy Sims 

9th - Chuck Stiles 

16th - Pam Cochran 

23rd - Hailey Hilmes 

30th - Mark Schultz 

 

Ushers: 
2 & 16 - Nancy Sims &  

Carolyn Workman 

9 & 23 & 30 -  

Chuck & Margaret Stiles 

 

Communion Servers  
July 2nd: (intinction) 

Carolyn Workman 

Chuck Stiles 

Becky May 

Susan Barlow 
 

 

 
 

 

The Session met on May 17, 2017 for 

a regularly scheduled meeting. The 

meeting opened with prayer and 

the minutes of the last meeting and 

the Treasurer's Report were 

approved as written.   
 

35 persons were served 

communion on the first Sunday in 

May.  Home communion will be 

served on May 26th with Chuck 

Stiles assisting. 
 

Kenn Corban is a new member of 

the Investment Committee. 
 

John Rickard and Linda Longo will 

meet with the congregation on 

June 20th regarding the church’s 

future and other concerns. 
 

We have begun our partnership 

with Mobile Meals as a 501(c) 3 

program and will soon be receiving 

regular reports from them. 
 

The next Deacon’s event,  “Worship 

and Lunch in the Park” is set for 

June 11th. 
 

The rental policy was reviewed, 

updated and approved. 
  
Research continues regarding a 

need to make the Christian Ed. 

Building accessible.  A lift will be 

needed to get to the main floor 

and the possibility of adding a small 

kitchen was discussed.  Money from 

the Gaddie Memorial fund will be 

used in addition to the possible use 

of other funds.   
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New "Committee"  
 

For the next six months, the 

session will be experimenting 

with a new way to get the 

work of the committees 

done. The session will meet in 

August, October and 

December.  

In July, September and 

November, anyone 

interested in helping to plan 

events and outreach for the 

next church season is 

encouraged to come for a 

time of planning and 

dreaming of new ways to 

reach our community. The 

first of these will be on July 25 

in the evening. Watch for 

more details. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Thanks to Ron Gibson, Chuck Stiles and Beth Schultz for capturing these events! 

  

 

"Worship in 

the Park" 
held at Zearing Park  

on June 11th 

 

 

  

 

 

"

"  
held at Soldiers & 

Sailors Park 

June 16th 
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Member at home: 

Emma Krase 

 

Members & Friends at Retirement 

Communities: 

Greenfield Home:  Ruth Davis,  

500 Park Ave East  Ann Mickow 

Princeton 61356 

Colonial Hall:   Norma DeRose 

515 Bureau Valley Parkway 

Princeton 61356 

Millcreek Care Center:  Marilyn Pryor 

3319 Ginger Creek Rd 

Springfield, IL 62711-7236 

Liberty Village:   Helene Gleason, 

140 N. 6th St   Lil Johnson,  

Princeton 61356   Diane Seidel, 

    Robert Linden 
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Barbara Brumbaugh July 6th 
Tyler Mercer   July 17th 

 

!
Don & Becky May   July 12th 
Harold  & Jeanne Hutchinson  July 15th 

 

Bible Study and Fellowship 
Beginning in September, every Thursday 
morning will provide an opportunity for Bible 
study, light church mouse activities around 
the church building, and games. Plan to be 

here from 9:30-11:30 and bring your friends. 

 

Food Pantry Needs for   
 
 
According to Tri County Services, now that 
school is out for the summer, families will 
be having an even more difficult time 
making their dollars stretch. Food Pantry 
Needs for JULY and the rest of summer 
include: Mac & Cheese, peanut butter, 
tunafish, instant potatoes, fruits & 
vegetables, (especially fruit!), spaghetti 
sauce, Hamburger Helper, noodles, soup, 
cereal, rice, jello, sugar, coffee, crackers.      
    
 ~ Thank you from the Deacons 
 

 

FPC t-shirts are available to 
order! Please call the Office at 
875-1306. 

 

  

Ways to contact us: 
First Presbyterian Church 

320 Park Ave East, Princeton 

Ph. 815-875-1306 

Email: 1stpresprinceton@gmail.com 

Check out our Facebook page!  

@ First Presbyterian Church 

 

Dear Church Friends, 
On behalf of Gateway Services, I want to thank you for 
inviting us to your special service on Celebrating Diversity, 
having us attend the lovely lunch meal, and the donation of 
monies. Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
   Sincerely, 
   Jene Kinsley 
   Special Projects Coordinator 



 

When: 

Monday, August 7 

8 AM - 3 PM 

Where: 

Hampshire Colony 

Church 

604 S. Church 
Princeton 

 

 

  

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

2 

 

Communion 
Worship 
Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 

3 

 

1 p.m. 

4 

 

 

 

 

Fourth ofjuly 

5 6 7 8 

9 

 

Worship 
Service  
10:30 a.m. 

 

10 

 

1 p.m. 
 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 

 

Worship 
Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Pulpit Supply: 

Liz Weber 

 

17 

 

1 p.m. 

 

"Our Table"  

@ UMC 

 

18 

 

 

19 20 21 22 
 

23 

 

Worship 
Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Pulpit Supply: 

Mark Schultz 

24 

 

1 p.m.

 

25 

 

Committee  

 

 

 

gathering 

26 27 28 29 

30 

 

Worship 
Service 
10:30 a.m. 

31 

 

1 p.m.

 

     

 
 

Our Daily Bread Ministries focus is reaching out to people all 

around the world with the message of God’s love. 

A non-denominational, non-profit organization with staff 

and volunteers in over 37 offices working together to 

distribute more than 60 million resources in 150 countries. 

Regardless of whether it’s a radio or television broadcast, 

DVD, podcast, book, mobile app, or website, they provide 

materials to help people grow in their relationship with God. 

Don't forget to pick up your free copy of "Our 

Daily Bread" in the Narthex! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Community Vacation Bible School 

Day Camp 

CLICK HERE 

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION! 
 

 

WHEN: Monday, August 7th 

8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

WHERE: Hampshire Colony Church 

604 S. Church, Princeton 

https://www.facebook.com/events/692969294242932/
https://www.facebook.com/events/692969294242932/
https://www.facebook.com/events/692969294242932/

