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IN JANUARY'S LIGHT: 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
Thank you for the lovely 
plate and generous gift. 
Thank you for the year we 
spent together and best 
wishes for the year ahead. 
 
   Sue 

"Observing Epiphany" 
Excerpted from Presbyterians Today 

December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

 

It was the sixth of January, the Epiphany of the Lord, also known as the Feast of Epiphany 
or Three Kings' Day. I brought two items: a candle and a stick of chalk. We lit the candle 
to signify the light of Christ that once shone brilliantly in the heavens, leading the Magi, 
wise star-watchers from the east, to follow its beams all the way to Bethlehem. There, 
the Gospel of Matthew tells us, they found the young Savior with his mother.  

Now, why the chalk? A centuries-old Epiphany tradition more common in Europe than in 
the United States is known as "chalking the door." On Epiphany, the day following the 
Twelfth Day of Christmas, guests gather at a home to invoke the Magi's and Christ's own 
blessing upon it. Drawing on the second chapter of Matthew - the only Gospel depicting 
the Magi - those gathered may read a brief, responsive liturgy or say a prayer. Although 
Matthew never mentions the Magi's names, tradition has it that they were called Caspar, 
Melchior and Balthazar. The initials CMB also abbreviate a Latin house blessing, Christus 
mansionem benedicat, meaning "May Christ bless this dwelling." Chalking the door on 
the Feast of Epiphany involves writing - with chalk - these three letters, interspersed with 
crosses and flanked by the numbers of the present year, on the lintel of a house's front 
door. 

The English word epiphany is rooted in the Greek word epiphaneia. An epiphany is a 
revelation, a manifestation. All six occurrences of epiphanies in the New Testament's 
original Greek language refer to Christ's coming.  Matthew's second chapter refers to 
three dreams that convey divine guidance to the dreamer. First comes the dream that 
warns the Magi to steer clear of duplicitous King Herod. A few verses later, Joseph 
dreams of the Lord, who leads the exiled holy family to Israel. Then another dream warns 
Joseph away from Herod's son and toward the Galilean town of Nazareth.  

When our minds are at rest and we are receptive to the light that shines in the darkness, 
sometimes God is revealed to us and our lives' purposes are made clear....remember that 
you, as much as anyone, are a beloved child of God, created in the image of your Creator. 
To you, perhaps quite unexpectedly, God can be made known.  The key to becoming an 
epiphany-receptive Christian is to practice self-emptying love...like Joseph, who raised 
Mary's child as his own.  

Jesus appears in many people, from fragile infants to older adults, and all need love. 
Jesus is the ultimate receiver and revealer of God. If you know nothing else, know this 
much. To you will belong the holiest epiphany of all. 

 

 

Because of the LORD’s great 

love we are not consumed, 

for his compassions never 

fail.   They are new every 

morning; great is your 

faithfulness. 

 

Lamentations 3: 22-23 



 
 

The Session met on November 21st for a regularly 

scheduled meeting. The meeting opened with prayer 

and the minutes of the last meeting were approved as 

corrected and the treasurer's report were approved as 

written.   
 

72 persons were served communion on the last Sunday in 

October.  The number of home communicants in 

November was 3.   The elder to attend Presbytery in 

February will be chosen in January. 
 

The birthday and Christmas gifts for the Compassion 

child will be taken from the Sunday School offering and 

Evangelism and Mission budget.  A bequest from Betty 

Barnard has come to the church in which we will receive 

$5000 annually to be used on church and grounds 

repairs and upkeep.  Betty is not a member of this church 

but chose three churches in the Illinois Valley to receive 

the money. 
 

It was approved by the session for Jamie, our secretary 

to work from home on  Fridays.   
 

The application to secure a new pastor has been 

completed and approved. 
 

The electrician who works with our church has agreed to 

write a grant in the amount of $2700 for our church to 

receive florescent light bulbs for Fellowship hall and the 

Christian Education building.   
 

The annual Sunday School Christmas program will be 

held on December 17th during the worship service.  

Following the service the church’s annual meeting will be 

held. 
 

Wendell Nelson will play the organ on Christmas Eve and 

also occasionally during the next year.  The Christmas 

Eve service will be held on December 24th at 4:00 pm. 
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THOSE SERVING IN JANUARY 
 

Deacon:  Lora Corban 

 

Lay Leaders: 

7th Jan Powelson 

14th Hailey Hilmes 

21st Beth Schultz 

28th Pam Cochran 

 

Ushers: 

7 & 21 Karl Schultz, Jan Powelson 

14   Elena Hilmes, Alexandra Powelson 

28   Elena Hilmes, Pam Cochran 

 

Communion Servers (served) 

7th Carolyn Workman, Bob Oaks 

 

 

 

SNAPSHOTS OF OUR 

LIVE NATIVITY  

JANUARY ACOLYTE: 
 

7th - Tyler Mercer 

14th - Alexandra Powelson 

21st - Cainee Bohnsack 

28th - Brenna Powelson 

 

On Friday evening of Dec. 
22, the front lawn of First 
Presbyterian Church 
transformed into a live 
nativity scene, complete 
with angels, shepherds, 
Mary,  Joseph, the baby 
Jesus, and also sheep and 
a donkey! Many people 
drove by and several 
stopped to have free 
cookies and hot chocolate 
as they observed the live 
nativity. Special thanks to 
Schultz family for all of 
their hard work in making 
this nativity scene come 
alive and to all of the 
volunteers who assisted  
in this wonderful event. 



  

Members & Friends  

at Retirement Communities: 

 

Greenfield Home:    

500 Park Ave East   

Princeton 61356    

Ann Mickow,  Ruth Davis,  

Harold & Jeanne Hutchinson 

 

Colonial Hall:   

515 Bureau Valley Parkway 

Princeton 61356 

Norma DeRose 

 

Millcreek Care Center:  

3319 Ginger Creek Rd 

Springfield, IL 62711-7236 

Marilyn Pryor 

 

Liberty Village:   

140 N. 6th St   

Princeton 61356   

Lil Johnson, Helene Gleason, Diane Seidel, 

Emma Krase 

 

    

 
 

Beth Schultz  Jan. 15 

Jim Cochran  Jan. 21 

Diane Seidel  Jan. 25 

Karlie Schultz Jan. 25 

Deb Schultz  Jan. 29 

 

 

 

FPC carolers spread Christmas 
cheer to area nursing homes on 
Dec. 10th and also presented 
church members at retirement 
communities with Christmas 
gifts. Pictured are Karlie 
Schultz, Brenna Powelson and 

Norma DeRose. 

Canned or packaged soup 
 

~ Thank you from the Deacons ~ 
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Merry Christmas from the Unlimited Club!!  

Pictured in their new kitchen at First Presbyterian Church are: Shannon 

Hochstatter, Missy Anderson, Amanda Helm, Kyla Kissick, Jennifer Tornow, 

Steven Behrends, Nathan Warron, Seth Schultz, Justine Schultz, Justin Smith 

and Tammy Graybill. 

 
 

 

 



 

  

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 

 

 
Holiday -  
Office closed 

2 

 

 

 
Holiday -  
Office closed 

3 

 

 

4 5 6 

 

 

 
Epiphany of the Lord 

7 

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service  
Communion 
10:30 a.m. 
Pulpit: Rev. Danie DeBeer  

(Taking Down of 
the Greens) 

8 
 
 
 
 

 

9 

 

10 
(No Circle 
meeting 

this month) 

 
Intercessory 
Prayer 

11 

 

12 13 

14 

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Pulpit: Rev. Danie DeBeer 

15 

 

"Our Table" 
@ UMC 

 

 

16 
 
 

SESSION 
7p 

17 

 
Intercessory 
Prayer 

18 

 

 

 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity begins 

19 20 

21 

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Pulpit: Rev. Danie DeBeer 

22 
 
 

 
 

23 

 

24 

 
Intercessory 
Prayer 

25 

 

26 27 

28 

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 

Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 
Pulpit: Rev. Danie DeBeer 

29 

 

 
 

 

30 

 

31 

 
Intercessory 
Prayer 

   

 

Ways to contact us: 
First Presbyterian Church 

320 Park Ave East, Princeton 

Ph. 815-875-1306 

Email: 1stpresprinceton@gmail.com 

For past Light newsletters, events and more, 

visit our website at 

www.1stpresprinceton.com 

Check out our Facebook page!  

@ First Presbyterian Church 

 

 

Help youth observe the "Souper Bowl of Caring"  

on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 4. 

Visit https://souperbowl.org for more information!  

Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement of young people working to fight 
hunger and poverty in their own communities around the time of the Super Bowl 
football game. In the weeks leading up to or on Super Bowl Sunday, young people take 
up a collection (many use a soup pot), asking for one dollar or one item of food for 
people in need. They give 100% of their donation directly to the local hunger-relief 
charity of their choice. 


